
Facial Eczema Risk Bulletin
For week ended 23 Jan 2026

No. of sites monitored:
Average Spore Count:
Highest Spore Count:
Lowest Spore Count:

Facial Eczema Monitor Sites 2026 One-off spore counts are not included here
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The spore count risk in all areas is LOW. 

There are a few hot spots beginning to show - the Ohau site in Levin has moved from 15,000 to 20,000 and animals grazing pasture at these levels should have zinc in place to 

protect the liver. Zinc at low levels in water or on feed should be lifted and boluses should be administered if not already done. There has been considerable rainfall in some areas 

but rain does not wash away risk. If a spore base exists and the temperature is warm an explosive event can occur. Ingestion of spores by stock grazing low enough can result in 

severe liver damage, immediate production decline, delayed (10-14 days later) photosensitisation. Longer term though the FE risk may have decreased because such rainfall may 

have kick started autumn pasture growth.
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Spore counts can vary greatly between properties and even between paddocks.  We encourage farmers to bring in grass samples to get a more accurate idea of the facial eczema risk on their 

own property.  Contact your local Totally Vets, Tararua Veterinary Services or Levin & Horowhenua Veterinary Centre branch if you would like more information on bringing in your own 

samples for testing. 
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FE Spore Count Trend 2026 
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